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professional politicians and the barren fiasco of the
attempted monarchical restoration. It may be that
such a situation as the present European war has pro-
duced, revealing all the weakness of China, unprotected
by any balance of power on her borders, might have
surpassed the resources of Li's diplomacy and his
powers of passive resistance. The fact remains that
neither amongst those who supported Yuan Shih-k'ai's
claims to the throne, nor amongst those who conspired
to overthrow him, has there been any sign of construc-
tive statesmanship or any attempt to suppress
party warfare with a view to common action for the
defence of the country against aggression from
without. On the contrary, the forces of aggression
have been encouraged by the politicians of Young
China and Old to take advantage of this period of
dissension and disorder and to destroy the country's
last hopes of national independence. And the
motives which have underlain the politicians5 activi-
ties have been all too obviously inspired by self-
seeking ambition and venality.

With one or two exceptions the Li family has been
concerned since the revolution rather with its own
prospects of continuity in high office than with the
devising of ways and means for the preservation of
the State. Its leading members appear to have been
divided between their orthodox conservative hostility
to Young China's Republican programme and their
tribal objections to Yuan Shih-k'ai as aspirant to the
throne. Li Ching-mai, for example, Li Hung-chang's
second son, was a well-known figure under the
Manchus wherever financiers and arms-dealers were
gathered together* and especially in Vienna. In 1911
he was opposed to the anti-Manchu movement;